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Hello friends and fellow keepers!
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Spring Build-Up & Growing the Apiary

As the days get longer and the temperatures begin to warm, the hive
starts to buzz with renewed energy. April is when our colonies really
begin their spring build-up, one of the most exciting times in the
beekeeping season. After making it through winter, the bees shift their
focus from simply surviving to growing strong and preparing for the
busy nectar flow ahead.

Inside the hive, the queen increases her egg laying dramatically.
Where she may have laid only a small number of eggs during the
coldest months, she is now working hard to produce the thousands of
workers needed to support the colony’s expansion. Worker bees are
busy feeding larvae, cleaning cells, collecting pollen, and bringing in
fresh nectar whenever the weather allows. Early spring flowers like
maple, willow, dandelion, and fruit blossoms provide important
nutrition that fuels this growth.

A strong population is important because it allows the colony to gather
enough nectar to store honey for the coming year. Think of this period
as the bees “staffing up” for their biggest project of the season.

Why We Multiply Colonies in Spring

Spring is also the ideal time for beekeepers to increase the number of
colonies, often called making “splits.” As colonies grow, they naturally
want to reproduce by swarming when part of the colony leaves with
the old queen to start a new home. While swarming is a fascinating
natural process, it can mean fewer bees available to collect honey an
sometimes the loss of a colony.

By carefully dividing strong hives into two or more smaller colonjZs
we work with the bees’ natural instincts while keeping everyone safe
and productive. Each new colony is given brood (developing bees),

food stores, and either a queen or the resources to raise a new one.
vey time, these smaller colonies grow into full, thriving hives.
Multiplying colonies helps:

Maintain healthy, resilient bee populations

Replace winter losses

Provide bees for new beekeepers

Increase pollination in our local area

« Supports honey production later in the season
a Bad Timing_Starves Colony ﬁ‘
This one stings

Southern Maryland weather has been unpredictable, 80s one day,
show the next. During this late winter/early spring transition, check &
feed often. Sudden temperature swings cause bees to break cluster
and burn through stores quickly. Just weeks ago, one of my strong
St. Mary’s colonies still starved despite extra feed, a reminder to stay
vigilant. The hardest stretch is nearly over, and with trees already
blooming, spring is close.
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TO WANT TO KNOW

Spring Fling Makers Market

@ Annmarie Gardens

April 4th, 9am-Zpm

Installing Spring Packages Class
@ Deez Apiary, Leonardtown
April 25th, 3pm-5pm

Your First Inspection Class
@ Deez Apiary, Leonardtown
May 2nd, lpm-3pm

Making Nucs & Splits Class
@ Deez Apiary, Leonardtown
May 2nd, 3:30pm-5:30pm

A Season of Growth

Spring management is all about balance
giving the bees enough space to grow,
ensuring they have adequate food, and
watching for signs that they are ready to
expand. Every hive is a little different, and
part of the joy of beekeeping is observing
how each colony responds to the changing
season.

Over the next few weeks, activity at the
apiary will continue to increase. On warm
days, you may see bees returning with bright
yellow or orange pollen baskets, a sure sign
that new brood is being raised. It's a hopeful
and busy time, and we're excited to see what
this season brings.

Here’s to strong colonies, healthy queens,
and a sweet year ahead!
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